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1) Ontario Comprehensive Community 
Plan Review and Planning Process

2) Plan Adoption Process

3) Next Steps: Plan Implementation
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ONTARIO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE
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1 Ontario Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Kris Knapp
2 Ontario Council / ED Committee Rep. Josh Bradley
3 Ontario Safety Service Director Kris Knapp, Adam Gongwer
4 Ontario Planning Commission / Zoning Rep. Michael Morton, Benji Hall
5 Public Safety Representative Captain Griefenstine
6 City Engineer / Utilities Mark Rufener
7 Ontario Local Schools Superintendent Keith Strickler
8 Richland Community Dev. Group Rep. Barrett Thomas
9 Ontario Recreation Rep. Kenn Spencer
10 Springfield Township Rep. / Sewer Dept. Rep. Paul Gleisinger
11 High School Student Jaslyn Lopez
12 Jr. High School Student Elise Lehew
13 Community / Business Rep. Kristen Arnold



WHAT CAN THE PLAN DO?
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• A Comprehensive Plan CAN:
•  Define what kind of development is considered desirable and appropriate. 
•  Develop general guidelines and recommendations in areas like transportation, 

community facilities, the environment, housing, historic resources, and economic 
development, to name a few.

• Set the tone for better days and highlight resources and programs available to get 
there.

• The Comprehensive Plan CANNOT:
•  Implement itself. A comprehensive plan is not a zoning ordinance or a subdivision 

ordinance. However, ordinances are tools for implementing a comprehensive plan. 
•  Enforce specific development standards.  These can only be prescribed in the zoning 

ordinance, subdivision regulations, and through other enforceable methods enabled 
under Ohio Revised Code.
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Plan Development 
Phase

Plan Strategies  & 
Implementation Phase

Plan Adoption Phase 

 Project Stakeholders Meeting: 
Refine Project Approach (Aug 23)

 7 Committee Meetings 
 Community Survey
 Planning Conditions Worksheets
 Student Survey
 Community Preferences Survey
 Existing Plans and Studies Review
 Stakeholder and Department 

Interviews 
 Old Ontario Planning Area Focus 

Group Session 
 City Council Review / Approval



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 
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Community Survey Results
• 545 responses (Sep ’23 – Mar ‘24)

Student Survey Results
• 623 responses (Oct-Nov ‘23)

Community Preferences Survey
• 244 responses ( March 24-to date)

Old Ontario Planning Session
• July 2nd at Ontario Middle School
• Approx. 25 attendees. Session identified 

opportunities for growth and 
redevelopment, pedestrian connectivity, & 
Other amenities



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS UPDATE: COMMUNITY SURVEY
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS: STUDENT SURVEY
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PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

 Review of Existing Conditions, Regulations, 
Plans & Community “Drama” 

 Understanding of Regional Setting
 Population and Demographics
 Community Services and Facilities 
 Neighborhoods & Housing 
 Economic Development 
 Infrastructure 
 Transportation and Connectivity 
 Land Use, Community Design, and 

Sustainability
 Place Ontario into 7 Planning Areas 
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PLANNING AREAS

Ontario was placed into 
7 planning areas based 
upon similar 
characteristics and 
analyzed in the 
following areas:
• Planning Issues
• Existing Land Uses / 

Zoning
• Infrastructure 
• Connectivity
• Capital Improvements
• Recommended 

Strategies 
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PLANNING 
AREAS



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS: COMMUNITY PREF. SURVEY
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS: COMMUNITY PREF. SURVEY
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3 Plan Themes emerged from 
the planning process with 42 
individual strategies:

• Community Growth and 
Revitalization

• Connected Community
• Utilities & Infrastructure

PLAN THEMES



OLD ONTARIO FOCUS GROUP SESSION
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Focus Area Planning 
Session on July 2 at 
Ontario Middle 
School
• Session covered:

• Existing Conditions
• Identify 

Opportunities for 
Growth and 
Redevelopment

• Pedestrian 
Connectivity

• Other amenities



OLD ONTARIO FOCUS GROUP SESSION
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OLD ONTARIO FOCUS AREA
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OLD ONTARIO DOWNTOWN PLACEMAKING OPPORTUNITY
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Before



OLD ONTARIO DOWNTOWN PLACEMAKING OPPORTUNITY
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After



PLAN STRATEGIES
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Plan Strategies in the Ontario Comprehensive Community Plan are based on: 
Project Stakeholder Meetings
Plan Conditions Surveys (Steering Committee)
Community Survey 
High School Student Survey
Community Preferences Survey
Department and Stakeholder Interviews
Old Ontario Focus Group Session
Best Practices
Community Support, Resources and Staffing



PLAN STRATEGIES TABLE
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NEXT STEPS
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 Adopt the Comprehensive Community 
Plan

 Begin Plan Implementation in key areas 
like Zoning, Connectivity, Economic 
Development, Parks and Placemaking, 
Infrastructure 

 Annually monitor Plan progress, 
reprioritize Plan Recommendations (if 
necessary) and discuss “Lessons-
Learned”



OPEN DISCUSSION 
& QUESTIONS

GLENN.GRISDALE@REVEILLELTD.COM

ADAM.HOFF@REVEILLELTD.COM

 
HTTP://WWW.COMPREHENSIVEPLANS.COM 

Glenn Grisdale, AICP, GISP

Adam Hoff, PE

Reveille LTD

541 W. Wooster Street, Suite 103

P.O. Box 1163

Bowling Green, OH 43402

mailto:Glenn.grisdale@reveilleltd.com
mailto:Adam.Hoff@reveilleltd.com
http://www.comprehensiveplans.com/
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